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Ranked #12,994,800 Best Small Company on Forbes
My mom says I’m cool
Once more ‘round the sun



[bookmark: _wt4xypp30s08]Contents
The History
Introduction
2016
2017
Dramatis Personae
The Departed
Appendix




[bookmark: _wp4qck54hcp5]The History
[image: http://johnwildermusic.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Fancy-Divider-2.png]

[bookmark: _yfgmv64djvfd]Introduction

I.
The world-changing bundle of wires, which we call the internet, has enabled new, less-inhibited modes of culture. In particular, cyberculture emerged in the mid-1990s, after the 1991 release of the World Wide Web to the public. Browsers of the internet have made expedient use of anonymity to remove formal barriers in socialization. The level of release from repression and unaccountability has resulted in quirkier areas of their psyche manifesting themselves.
Literature is essential towards the understanding of the internet’s culture, since the tone of, and moreover, the identity of the internet was sculpted by a number of books. The breakthrough novel, William Gibson’s Neuromancer (1984), brought the concept of an interconnected system of information to the public, with an impact that illustrated that the future was pacing towards the present faster than ever before. Though less emphasized now, as its tone is outmodedly bleak, there remains no better objet d’art that defined the public’s perceptions of a cyberspace.
The more brilliant forms of wittiness on the internet can be traced to modernist forms, landmarked with James Joyce’s Ulysses (1922). Joyce’s playfulness and vast breadth of consciousness in his titanic novel was perhaps the most significant since—and in some ways, more precise than—the Bard’s. And while at a slight remove from the internet in terms of technology, Ulysses’ irreverence and celebration of common men firmly informs the sensibilities of the minds that plumb the web. The novel’s witty observations on the total human experience, clever wordplay, satirical inversions, and potent self-indulgence, are echoed in the internet’s playground of drollery.
Though there is unusual incongruity between the methods and precision of cybercultural theorists, relevant ponderings are found in the writings of Jean Baudrillard and Rob Kitchin.

II.
Spawned from the 90s was a preposterous skein of unwanted ads, opportunist cash grabs, and porn. From the chaos of the barely pubescent web, arose 4chan in 2003, infamous for its messaging board “/b/ - Random”. The public face of 4chan would soon become synonymous with /b/. Its denizens teemed with ressentiment, and upon reaching strength in numbers, instinctively lashed out with primal aggression against society within their reach. /b/ gained an early reputation for being a disreputable cesspit, with minimal discipline and controversial activities that demanded media attention.
As 4chan matured, from its boondocks emerged a small backwater, nominally designated for literature, called “/lit/ - Literature”. This board, /lit/, was opened in 2010, as part of 4chan’s efforts to diversify in response to demanded niches for various interests. Its anonymous hivemind has spawned collaborative works, the peak of which was The Legacy of Totalitarianism in a Tundra (2014)[footnoteRef:0], a postmodern metafictional work combining a chaotic range of subjects including the Illuminati, Pynchonesque excess, and lizardmen. [0: https://warosu.org/lit/thread/S5906861] 

Although the first two years of /lit/ were admirable efforts, dullness has triumphed over it, with the board flooded by exceeding numbers of pseudo-intellectuals and proles, whose limited and tenacious inexpertise misguides and promulgates the poor quality of the board. Due to the slow decay of /lit/’s board culture—the death blow of which was the 2015 /lit/ 100 chart being leaked to Reddit, which attracted waves of droning redditors—migrants have sought alternative modes of communication to retain higher levels of discussion.

III.
	The /lit/ Discord, originally founded by Prometheus, has been the most substantial of these efforts. The chat’s tone is sharp-witted, elitist, sometimes kind, mostly fair, and not entirely serious. Despite occasional hostility, behind closed doors, everybody gets along. Partings by Irish goodbye are frequent, as are conflicts being easy to reach reconciliation, with petty slights discarded in the wind. Members who leave by having awkward sperg freakouts, tend to be welcomed back with open arms.
Naturally for the 21st century, there is a broadly international presence, with members from every continental region. Except Antarctica, which has yet to grace us with a keyboard equipped penguin, or an Erebus worshipping periscian.
The writer of this document considered the experience fun and worth documenting. When the chat's membership will have withered away, this document will be a memento of its existence. Other contributors know who they are, and their additions are appreciated.
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· March
· March 13 - The first day. Prometheus founds the 4chanlit Discord. Due to Tinychat’s limitations on self-expression, and following on a suggestion offered by one of the members there, Prometheus creates the first 4chanlit Discord and shills it extensively on /lit/[footnoteRef:1], garnering both wide fame and the scorn of many. [1: https://warosu.org/lit/thread/S7805630] 

· Mid March - Discussion groups open, ranging from #shakespeare to #easternliterature, included Attar’s The Conference of the Birds. Some of these early attempts at forming reading groups prove to be quite successful, with some people reading as many as three books.
· “Our feathers and our wings, our bodies’ strength / Are quite unequal to the journey’s length.” — The Conference of the Birds
· The Discord’s membership, being relatively even-tempered and free of petty jealousy, shows itself to be more amicable than the Tinychat attention whores, whose close-mindedness reflected poorly on their more rational members.

· April
· Early April - Literary discussion wanes, and moves to #literature, all other channels being centers of shitposting.
· Early April - After a failed coup, Chiller7 secedes and founds his own Discord, devoted to studying social commentary from the blog, The Last Psychiatrist. He recruits Redditors, who mostly contribute nothing. The group sputters and dies.
· April 13 - “Twilight of the Spergs”, one of the heights of the server's valuable, valuable, uses of time, takes place. Featuring Chiller7 and Flowerposter, yammering at each other for an hour.[footnoteRef:2] [2: http://pastebin.com/6F4NXiBB] 

· Late April - Ownership passes to Spirit, then soon shifts back to Prometheus.

· May
· May 8 - Due to excessive shitposting and lack of direction, and the mental anguish of the then owner, the original server is deleted.
· A new server (Lit 2.0) is started by Spirit. It was noted that the status of the Discord hinged on the whims of either an unstable angsty man, or a teenage anarchist punk.
· May 13 - Ulysses group started by Sodaboy and Sheep. Quality discussion. One of the highlights of the group. Shitposting suppressed to a minimum.

· June 6 - A brief history of the Discord’s shenanigans surfaces. 

· July
· July 8 - A sequence of protests and curfews, due to Indian aggression in Kashmir, stifles Prometheus’ contact with the rest of the chat.
· July 16 - After a protracted reading, the Ulysses reading group concludes, thus achieving a full read through of the book, something never accomplished before on /lit/. The group’s discussion then broadens to all of Joyce’s works. While there was a lack of analysis, formalism, and truly insightful comments, it remains one of better groups.
· “I’d like that part. Learn a lot teaching others.” 
— Leopold Bloom, in Ulysses, Episode 7

· August 
· August 22 - Shitlord, long regarded as one of the more brilliant members, heads a Mann reading group, beginning with The Magic Mountain. This group involved a large portion of the chat. Discussion focused on reflections on the experience of time, and the illnesses of artistic life.
· “Analysis... One must despise it insofar as it is the principle of gravity and inertia opposing the flow toward the light, insofar as it represents the principle of disease and death.” — Settembrini, in The Magic Mountain, Chapter 5
· Late August - Andrei Bely’s Petersburg reading group, which continued with the enthused participation found in the Mann group.
· No longer a hypersperg, Chiller7 starts another literature Discord, and starts off strong, with forays into poetry, including Astrophel and Stella, and philosophy. The depth of discussion was much higher than typical 4chan fare.
· Another Discord server is started by a certain Raskolnikov. Its community had a stronger emphasis on literature, but went inactive since most people used the medium for less cerebral socializing.

· September
· September 8-13 - Chiller7 experiences a crisis, which few details were given about. His Discord is closed. He removed his tracks from the internet, and it was decided that he died. A tomb for Harambean offerings was opened.
· Late September - Prometheus renews his server (Prom Chat).

· October
· October 13 - Bob Dylan wins the Nobel Prize for L literature, cueing the chat's suicide prevention hotline. Sheep particularly is devastated.
· Mid October - A large influx of underaged shitposting causes some inner turmoil among the chat. Some of the better members migrate from Lit 2.0 to Prom Chat.

· November
· Lit 2.0 - Ownership of the server passes from Spirit to Sheep.
· Prom Chat - Dante, Shakespeare, and The Greeks reading groups are started. This was the most significant group effort since The Magic Mountain reading group. The Dante group was the most notable, with almost all members finishing at least Inferno.

· December
· Lit 2.0 - Shitposters and the underaged are gradually purged. Enablers and sympathizers get caught in the crossfire, also becoming casualties.
· Lit 2.0 - Hot, bothered, and lacking literary direction, the chat makes several raids on Reddit and Imgur related chats, proving they’re more than a bunch of hapless nerds.
· Prom Chat - The reading groups from last month conclude. In part due to the bottlenecking policy against shitposting, social activity evaporates over the holiday.
· On /lit/, Dec 18-Jan 18 - War and Peace reading group, started by still unidentified anons. A worthy effort on an unstable platform. Other similar efforts on /lit/ end abruptly.
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· January
· Early January - Reading groups open with a fresh burst of energy upon the calendric renewal. Lit 2.0 reverts to being the main location of literary discussion, Prom Chat having become dormant.
· Reading groups:
· January 3 - Tanizaki’s The Makioka Sisters reading group. This was the most substantial reading project since the efforts of August 2016. It was overseen by several older readers who set an example by enthusiastically offering sharp insight, which encouraged other readers to participate with quality views of their own. After this group completed, additional reading groups began to make less and less sense.
· “Time passed; the cherry blossoms were beginning to fall.”
— The Makioka Sisters, III.36
· Don Quixote reading group. A slower group, but elicited worthy commentary from Irimias, whose intellectual powers were unfolding.
· Blood and thunder: Without a formal reading group, several of the chat’s better-read members coincidentally embark on Moby Dick, with partially overlapping schedules. Since most of the members were past an American high school mindset, it is rightfully seen as one of the more engaging classic novels.
· “There’s hogsheads of sperm ahead... and that’s what ye came for.” 	— Moby Dick, Chapter 48
· A certain EvilJ, a Plato fan, revolts against Lit 2.0’s Essentials List.
· Late January - Reading groups:
· Holderlin’s Hyperion. Not to be confused with a similarly titled scifi novel.
· Debord’s Society of the Spectacle, led by Anto.


· February
· February 8 - Gass’s Middle C reading group. This is Gass’s most recent masterpiece and one of the most musical prose pieces ever published.
· Mid February - Melmoth the Wanderer reading group.
· February 27 - Tolstoy’s Hadji Murat reading group.
· Late February - Prom leaves his server and gives ownership to Tom.
· On /r/literature - A large group of /lit/ refugees migrate to /r/literature, and miraculously instead of breaking it, infuses the subreddit with much needed energy.

· March
· March 9 - Mishima’s Spring Snow (Sea of Fertility Tetralogy #1) reading group.
· Late March - Flann O’Brien’s The Dalkey Archive reading group.

· April
· April 8 - Cormac McCarthy’s Blood Meridian reading group.
· “If God meant to interfere in the degeneracy of mankind would he not have done so by now? [*spits*]” — Judge Holden, in Blood Meridian, Chapter 11
· Early April - The Brothers Karamazov reading group.
· “Although the obnoxious member is mechanically cut off and sent far away out of sight, another criminal always comes to take his place at once.”
— Father Zosima, in The Brothers Karamazov, II.5
· Walter Benjamin’s The Arcades Project reading group.
· Mid April - Prom starts yet another Discord server (/shit/cord).
· On /lit/, April 3-6 - The tripfag Rapture, after riling trolls who instigated against him for spamming photos of his library, has his character executed by parody, and flees.[footnoteRef:3] [3: https://warosu.org/lit/?task=search2&ghost=yes&search_text=&search_subject=&search_username=rapture&search_tripcode=&search_email=&search_filename=&search_datefrom=2017-04-02&search_dateto=2017-04-07&search_op=op&search_del=dontcare&search_int=dontcare&search_ord=old&search_capcode=all&search_res=post] 
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	PROMETHEUS. Founder of the original 4chanlit Discord. Well versed in languages (proven to be conversationally fluent in a dozen), science, literature, politics, and computer tech. Worthy of true greatness, and has intermittent autistic fits.
SHITLORD. One of the chat’s all time greats. Studied physics, is fluent in several languages, and can speak with expertise in a wide range of subjects. He is a neet looking for a job, and an experienced net detective.
EEYORE/MAUL. Eeyore has read a substantial amount of literature, don’t let his memes fool you. Also a hip-hop and Eurodance fan, from Czechoslovakia.
TPINULVOEN. A Russian ESL teacher who has won awards, and lives in a nuclear reactor. One of the nicest and most knowledgeable members. Makes friends with anyone, ‘cause that's cool. A fan of riddles.
DASH. The real creator of the litcord, circa 1927 CE. 80s mecha anime enthusiast, and a transcended being who has bathed in the hyper-spatial realm of the divine Ein Sof, among the multitudinous Platonic forms. Speaks a strange dialect of broken anime subtitles.
LUNA/UNLIKEABLELUNATIC. A Computer Science major, with four associate’s degrees, and a hijra. Studied calculus and French existentialists thoroughly, but considers herself unread. Obsessed with her dragon spirit, Kiyo.
RICK. Looks like a spicy Dyrus. Among the most prominent and likeable among the younger members. Has power leveled like his anime characters, by spending three weeks neeting it up to read all of Hemingway.
	SHEEP. Current owner of the main chat, and 4chanlit’s resident professor. Banished from his university’s department for telling it like it is. Occasionally when the stars and planets align with his periods, he will orchestrate a good old fashioned purge on non-readers.
WINSTON. In his mid-late 20s, is one of the oldest members, and mingles with the chat to absorb their youthful vigor. Has made vast contributions to the chat. Works as a reader for an online publisher.
SANGBURD. Dutch, currently studying Physics and Mathematics. Runs long distance when not watching sports-related anime. Endlessly shills Dutch lit. Helps maintain the chat’s ebook links.
SODABOY. Among the best contributors to the chat, being well-natured with a broad sense of humor. Arguably the kindest racist you’ll ever meet. A social constant, and the man people turn to, when seeking advice about their life problems. The greatest sandwich artist alive. Has an autistic knowledge regarding William S. Burroughs.
EBENCOOKE. Amiable, and a leader within the various reading groups. Has a proficient library that demonstrates a well-balanced nature. Is determined to read all of Balzac.
IRIMIAS. A mysterious member who appeared early on in the chat, from over the horizon. Smelled like ashes at the time, and probably dindu nuffin. Currently enriching himself with literature and anime.
BEEFEATINGROBOT. Majoring in physics while hating every moment of it. Is invested in philosophy. Is working on improving his temperament, and often has an autistic streak.



	RAISINGKEYNES. Economics major. Some people don’t get the pun. A good conversationalist. After violently disentangling himself from the Mormon church, has to live the rest of his life in a fragile medical state.
PHROST. Designated birdposter. Goes through the effort of actually purchasing ebooks because of an anal distaste for formatting errors.
SONG. A nobody loner who don’t know nothing about anything or anybody. Reads historical, theological, and philosophical books.
PERCY. Mostly harmless. Randomly showed up and started memeing without being asked to. Still memeing without a purpose.
TOMTUPPERWARE. An incessant Yuk-yuk, his clowning broadcasts his lonely temperament. Has a voice that matches his odd face. Will one day marry Cara.
SOPRANO. 17, Canadian, female, with an intelligent typing style. Ardent fan of musicals, and older men with aesthetic faces.
ZAMBZ. Underaged illiterate Norgo with some sort of face.


	CEIT. Welsh, lives in London; a lady’s man. Reads a lot of cypherpunk literature. Invokes Muphry’s Law when trying to correct others’ grammar, a flaw owed to hys tragycally Wylsh herytage. Has attempted to start a lit zine.
SPIRIT. Former edgelord punk. Has read all of the /lit/ 100. Is in the process of re-reading them, since most of it went over his head. Reads door-stoppers without the aid of annotations, may God help him.
THE MARQUIS D’ELYSEUX. A bearded Italian, is well-versed in the knowledge of the arcane. Mostly uses it to acquire nudes. Really, really, really likes The Beatles. Fellating other men made him less gay.
MOFFI. A Norwegian with original language proficiency with Nordic Sagas. Makes incisive sideline comments to keep people on their toes.
SMILEY. A convivial member with a playful sense of humor. Hangs out in California with the offspring of Hollywood’s elite. 
CARA/MANDOO. Machiavelli fan from Kiwiland who hates talking about books. Given into alcohol abuse and posting discomfiting YouTube videos, she shares this passion with TomTupperware.







	Kai/Sean. Has read 1,000 bookas. An oldfag on /lit/. Basks in surrealist and avant garde literature.
Anto. Film buff. Memes Bottom’s Dream.

Vriska. An angry, homosexual, Palestinian, who likes Homestuck. One of the earliest to get banned.
Shoot Me. Easily irritated forest ranger. Knew some things about conspiracy theories and avoided philosophy.
Yang/Neptune. An angry poster who left in a fit of rage. Is “admired” among the /lit/’s /fa/ crowd.
EvilJ. Anti-lit canon shitposter.

Adam/Vivian. Good-looking, slim /fa/ chap. Didn’t seem to read.
Mono. Handsome, husky /fa/ lad. Has demonstrated admirable solidarity with the /lit/ commune against adversity.
Caela. Tranny who praises Infinite Jest, without having read it completely.
Suttree. A New Yorker and one of the original YeCarthy memers.
RickusDickus. Philosophy reader, metalhead. When he talks, people listen.
Melez. Hates his country, Serbia, but also loves it to death and will defend it upon trashtalk.
Galician. (todo)
Logger. (todo)
Gregory Berrycone. (todo)
Znf. A celebrity in the largest online anime community. Sheep’s roommate.
Andros. A lurker.
Qwuang. Lurker.
Tinyds. Anime fan. Lurker.

	Lucinate. Is getting started in reading the classics. Has record deals.
Pine. A friendly, quiet poster with exactitude in thought.
Nat. A solid contributor, and has been promoted to mod. Talented artist and knows their way around French literature.
SanMarino.  (todo)
Turt. (todo)
Xenu. (todo)
Containercore. A regular. Skilled in graphic art.
Sweep Jegus. One of the regulars.
Antithesis. Knowledgeable Bible reader. Kind to pretty much all members.
Alexander. Tall (6’4”) Russian who hasn’t visited in a long while.
Vitor. A Brazilian who barely dodged getting killed in the heady political climate.

Fatherdubs. Hasn’t been part of Litcord per se, but was the best member of the Tinychat group, reciting biblical Psalms on webcam, and being widely read in some of the world’s farthest reaching works of literature. His mere past presence on /lit/ has set a high benchmark.
Orfeo. An admin in the Tinychat group, and an aspiring poet. His poetry does not look promising.
Yozo. A lonely African-American Kappa. Started his own Discord server, but sperged out, and deactivated it in two days. Has apparently never seen or driven a car.
Kantbot. A /pol/ celebrity and a prominent member of Frogtwitter.
Rapture. Self-important superfluous man stuck on /lit/ because he has no friends.
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	CHILLER7. Militant vegan and fierce anti-determinist. A rabble-rouser known for inciting countless riots. Shortly after founding a promising Discord, has left the local community entirely, to stay at the Happy Smile Animal Farm, where every animal that you ever loved goes to die. A pimped out digital tomb has been established in his honor.
FLOWERPOSTER. Yes, that Flowerposter. One of /lit/’s encyclopedic authorities on poetry, having read long compilations from hundreds of poets. Unlike most people on 4chan, he has a social life, and hasn’t visited in ages.
MESUTEFENDI. A rare poster. Pleasant and has valuable insights. His people will soon take over Europe, as the One God always meant it to be.
CHOP. A European member in his 30s. Visits about once a month. Is planning on visiting Ireland, vis-a-vis Joyce.
NEWKS. Renaissance man from Cyprus. One of the few people on /lit/ who grew up learning and speaking Ancient Greek. Left the chat since entering the military. Will be involved in the event that triggers WWIII.
GASKUN. Has had a multi-volume series self-published, making him one of the few /lit/izens to self-actualize. It has something to do with spaceships, traps, and red-light districts.
KAITLYN. A REAL LIFE™ anime girl! Summon her by typing “@Kaitlyn send nudes tbh”.
	APISOS. Pronounced “Applesauce”. The appendix to the channel’s organ system, as no one knows what he does, or why he’s there. Seems to know a thing or two, and isn’t detectably malignant, so nobody’s bothered to excise him.
PINKYIVAN. Croatian Catholic meme man. Law student and Gene Wolfe aficionado. A wannabe Thomist.
COWBOY DAN. ˙ǝpǝdɯɐʇs ooɹɐƃuɐʞ ɐ oʇ ǝnp ʎlqɐqoɹd 'ʇɐɥɔ ǝɥʇ ɯoɹɟ pǝɹɐǝddɐsᴉp sɐH ˙ɹǝpun uʍop ɯoɹɟ puɐl ǝɥʇ ɯoɹɟ slᴉɐH ˙pɐǝɹ llǝʍ ʎʇʇǝɹԀ ˙ɯsᴉʇnɐ sᴉɥ ƃuᴉssǝɹddns uo ƃuᴉʞɹoʍ ʍou 'ɹǝqɯǝɯ plo u∀
BEL. A kino guru, knowing a boatload about films. 
HOMMESANSQUALITES. Lusts after women of unnatural origin.
BABUSHKA. A fan of memoirs and bookas, this young homosexual sloth from Brooklyn left for some unknown reason. His loss is mourned in particular by Sheep, his closest friend.
YONAGUNI. A South American who was modded in the chat’s first few weeks. Went on a socialist student protest, and was never heard from again.
ASSKEK. Music nerd. Trying to make it big in higher education. Known for shitting his pants and perpetually becoming a chad, over and over again. Was so terrible he was one of the few regulars to be banned.
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[bookmark: _qcm4u5f6hcwy]4chanlit Discord documents:
· History (Original): https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MKCn8Z6UtBie7QfDh3828D0mhhAurkLRZGgmjmttMtg/
· History (Commentable version): https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G-6L0KcAViKtIp8utIf_G-7p4DXq5IfQwYqK7b3NMic/
· Litcord Essentials™ Reading List:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i9B4alXynqDCqSTq36V14BXM_Xqm5tDg_XBw4D3YH_U

[bookmark: _7ibvhixfrls7]Member’s docs:
· Sheep on why the 2016 Nobel makes him want to end himself: http://www.teamliquid.net/blogs/514926-2016-nobel-prize-in-literature
· Chiller’s philosophical blog post (60 pages worth; backup on pastebin):
http://pastebin.com/82BSLFdz
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	· Prometheus: INTP
· Sheep: INTj
· Winston: INTJ
· Shitlord: INTJ
· Apisos: eNTP
· Irimias: INTP
· Tpinulvoen: ENFJ
· EbenCooke: INTP
· PinkyIvan: INTJ
	· Ceit: INTP
· BeefEatingRobot: INfP
· Marquis: ENTP
· Sangburd: ENTP
· Chiller: ENFP
· Spirit: ISFP
· Asskek: ISFJ
· Percy: ESFP
· Soprano: ENTP
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	· Prometheus
· Sheep (chemistry)
· Apisos
	· Irimias (math)
· Phrost (chemistry)
· Sangburd (math & physics)



[bookmark: _5hdwpe2rxc73]Various theories on why Chiller actually left
· Experienced a crisis in faith, denouncing his hero, The Last Psychiatrist, and their objections to Christianity.
· The FBI/CIA raided his weed farm.
· US Student Loans groups threw him in a debt prison built by FEMA.
· Was caught running a more phony than usual Nigerian 419 scam.
· On the lam after his cult was exposed.
· Got doxxed and couldn’t handle the bantz.
· Border Patrol caught him trying to smuggle his Mexican girlfriend across the border.
· His parents cut off his bank account, after discovering he defied his arranged marriage.
· Tried to trade bonds in a Sharia community and tasted Allah’s wrath.
Todo. meme archive
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